ig                   NAPOLEON III

Pius VHL The Beauharnais in Louis Napoleon
naturally inclined him towards liberalism, and
this instinct had been strengthened by his associa-
tions at Augsburg, by the influence of Le Bas, and
by the general spread of liberal doctrines through-
out Europe. Consequently his sympathies were
warmly in favour of the insurrectionists and the
cause of freedom. He and his elder brother
joined the Carbonari, and, at the invitation of
Menotti, accepted commissions in the rebel
forces.

They both saw active service, Louis Napoleon
leading the assault upon Civita Castellana. But
the jealousy and suspicions of the other Italian
leaders were aroused by the presence in the re-
publican forces of colleagues bearing the name of
Bonaparte ; the two princes accordingly resigned
their commissions and offered to serve in the
ranks, but this offer was refused and they became
fugitives from the Austrians. At Forli the elder
prince died, leaving Louis Napoleon to slink from
place to place, assisted on one occasion by the
future Pope Pius IX. Finally he succumbed to
measles at Ancona, where he was found by his
mother who had hastened to the rescue. In hid-
ing, with the Austrians in the town, Hortense
nursed her son. On his recovery, they escaped in
her carriage - Louis Napoleon, disguised in foot-
man's livery, on the box - and made their way to